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REF: A) USUN 0530: B) ATHENS 1347 

1. 1 SAW FOREIGN MINISTER BITSIOS THIS AFTERNOON TO TRY 
AND GET A RUNDOWN ON THE ATHENS VISIT OF UNSYG WALDHEIM. 

WHO DEPARTED THIS MORNING FOR NEW YORK. WALDHEIM HAD 
BEEN IN ANKARA JUST BEFORE COMING TO ATHENS LATE YESTER- 
DAY AFTERNOON. 

2. ACCORDING TO BISTIOS, WALDHEIM'S VISIT TO ANKARA WAS 
"COMPLETELY NEGATIVE" AS TO RESULTS, CONCERNING BOTH 
PROCEDURE AND SUBSTANCE. BITSIOS SAID THAT WALDHEIM 
SAW VIRTUALLY "NO GIVE" IN THE TURKISH POSITION. THE 
TURKS CLAIMED THAT BITSIOS HAD GONE BACK ON SOME OF THE 
UNDERSTANDINGS REACHED IN BRUSSELS AND ON NEGOTIATING A 
SETTLEMENT IN NICOSIA IN ACCORDANCE WITH PRIORITIES 
THAT HAD BEEN AGREED IN BRUSSELS. THE TURKS CLAIMED THAT 
THE GREEKS HAD BEEN UNCOOPERATIVE AND. IN FACT, UNWILLING 
TO NEGOTIATE IN NICOSIA; THEREFORE, THE TURKS HAD DECIDED 
TO ACT UNILATERALLY AND THE GOT SUPPORTED THE POSITIONS TAKEN 
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3. IN OTHER WORDS, BITSIOS SAID, THE TURKS GAVE WALDHEIM 
THEIR "USUAL LINE" IN ANKARA. BITSIOS THEN WENT ON TO 
RECOUNT TO ME THAT HE HAD IN FACT NOT GONE BACK ON ANY 
OF THE BRUSSELS' UNDERSTANDINGS AND THAT THE GREEKS HAD 
INDEED BEEN FULLY PREPARED AND READY TO NEGOTIATE 
THROUGHOUT THIS MOST RECENT PERIOD. IN FACT, BECAUSE OF 
TURKISH INTRANSIGENCE THE GREEK SIDE HAD DECIDED TO MAKE 
THE OVERALL PROPOSALS WHICH CLERIDES MADE FEBRUARY 10 IN 

AN EFFORT TO GIVE A NEW AND MAJOR IMPULSE TO THE NEGOTIATIONS. AT THE 
SAME TIME, THE GOG HAD SEPARATELY MADE OVERTURES TO THE GOT 
ABOUT SETTLING THEIR DISAGREEMENTS IN THE AEGEAN. 

4. BITSIOS SAID THAT PRIME MINISTER CARAMANLIS HAD BEEN 
QUITE FRANK WITH WALDHEIM. CARAMANLIS HAD SAID THAT AS 
FAR AS PROCEDURE WAS CONCERNED, A WAY HAD TO BE FOUND 
"TO RESUME NEGOTIATIONS." CARAMANLIS DID NOT BELIEVE 
THAT CLERIDES AND DENKTASH COULD SIMPLY SIT DOWN AGAIN IN 
NICOSIA AND RESUME THEIR TALKS AS THOUGH NOTHING HAD 
HAPPENED. THE FACT WAS THAT NO GREEK COULD SIT DOWN AGAIN 
WITH DENKTASH ABSENT SOME NEW DEVELOPMENT OR ARRANGEMENT 
THAT WOULD PROVIDE FOR THE NECESSARY IMPROVEMENT IN THE 
ATMOSPHERE AND CONDITIONS FOR SUCH TALKS. AS TO SUBSTANCE, 
CARAMANLIS SAID THAT THE CHALLENGE STILL REMAINED TO 
IDENTIFY THE MAIN ELEMENTS THAT WOULD COMPRISE ANY SETTLE- 
MENT ON CYPRUS. CARAMANLIS CONFIDED TO WALDHEIM THAT HE 
COULD NOT CONTROL THE GREEK SIDE INDEFINITELY AND, INDEED, THAT 
HE HAD OTHER DOMESTIC PROBLEMS IN GREECE THAT COULD COM 
BINE, IN TIME, WITH LACK OF A CYPRUS SETTLEMENT TO PRODUCE 
VERY SERIOUS DISTURBANCES IN THE COUNTRY, POSSIBLY EVEN 
THREATENING THE SURVIVAL AND CONTINUANCE OF THE CARAMANLIS 
GOVERNMENT. CARAMANLIS TOLD WALDHEIM, BITSIOS SAID, THAT 

THE UN SECURITY COUNCIL-AND ESPECIALLY THE FIVE 
PERMANENT MEMBERS, HAVE A MAJOR RESPONSIBILITY TO TRY 
AND BRING ABOUT A REASONABLE AND NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT ON 
CYPRUS AND THAT ISWHY THE GREEK SIDE DECIDED ONCE AGAIN TO 
TAKE THE PROBLEM TO THE SC. 

5. WHAT, I ASKED, DID BITSIOS THINK MIGHT COME OUT OF THE 
SC MEETING? BITSIOS SAID HE DIDN'T KNOW BUT HE WAS VERY 
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HOPEFUL THAT SOMETHING CONCRETE COULD BE DONE. HE ASKED 
THAT I RELAY TO THE SECRETARY HIS HOPE THAT THE SECRETARY 
WOULD TAKE THE SC MEETING THIS WEEK MOST SERIOUSLY AND 
TAKE A PERSONAL INTEREST IN IT, OFFERING IDEAS AND 
SUGGESTIONS FOR POSSIBLE FORWARD MOVEMENT. BITSIOS SAID THE 
THOUGHT THE SITUATION NOW VERY MUCH REQUIRED "THIRD 
PARTY" IDEAS AND HELP. 
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6. 1 ASKED BITSIOS IF HE HAD ANY INFORMATION ABOUT WHAT 
THE SOVIETS MIGHT PROPOSE. HE SAID THAT THEY WERE GOING 
TO MAKE THEIR PROPOSAL ONCE AGAIN FOR AN INTERNATIONAL 
CONFERENCE; HOWEVER, ACCORDING TO HIS INFORMATION, THIS 
PROPOSAL WOULD GO NOWHERE. 

7. 1 TOLD BITSIOS I HAD SEEN SOME INDICATIONS THAT THOUGHT 
WAS BEING GIVEN TO A POSSIBLE SPECIAL MISSION OF THE UN 
TO CYPRUS, OR TO ESTABLISHING SOME KIND OF TIMING FOR THE 
NEGOTIATIONS, INCLUDING THE SETTING OF A DEADLINE. BITSIOS 
SAID THE GREEK GOVERNMENT HAD NO STRONG VIEWS ON 
THESE QUESTIONS. HE AID THAT THE POSSIBILITY OF A SPE- 
CIAL MISSION OR A DEADLINE FOR NEGOTIATIONS WAS NOT EX- 
CLUDED, BUT HE AGREED THAT THESE WERE NOT VERY PROMISING 
AND PERHAPS WOULD HARM RATHER THAN HELP THE SITUATION. 

8. WHAT, THEN, I ASKED DID THE GREEK SIDE HAVE TO SUGGEST 
THAT WAS NEW? HE SAID THAT HE AND CARAMANLIS HAD DIS- 
CUSSED WITH WALDHEIM THE POSSIBILITY OF MOVING THE 
CLERIDES-DENKTASH NEGOTIATIONS TO NEW YORK, WITH WALDHEIM 
PERSONALLY PARTICIPATING IN AND OVERSEEING THEM. 
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